In treating a number of cases of typhoid fever within recent years, I have been particularly struck by the differences in the character of the Widal reaction in different groups of these cases. 1 . In some, the reaction became positive only very late in the course of the disease, even as late as after defervescence. Naturally in these cases, specially when the other laboratory findings were also negative, the diagnosis remained in doubt for a long time, giving rise to speculation and anxiety concerning their exact nature and suitability of the line of treatment followed.
2. In others, the reaction stayed so very low during the course of the disease that its value in diagnosis remained doubtful until other positive laboratory data were available.
3. In others again, the reaction was high A second notable feature, in connection with the reaction, was the extraordinarily high titres attained in some of these cases during the course of the disease. Table I shows the reactions and the nature of the cases in which thev were met with. Temperature normal on the 45th day of disease.
Temperature normal on the 22nd day of disease.
Temperature normal on the 29th day of disease.
Temperature normal on the 32nd day of disease.
Temperature normal on the 26th day of disease.
Died on 27th day of disease.
[July, 1932 [July, 1932 Died on the 27th day of fever.
-f-= B. typhosus isolated from blood.
